
Great Start Collaborative of Jackson County 
School Readiness Committee/C2C Elementary Action Team Meeting 
January 19, 2016  
4:00-5:00pm 
Family Service and Children’s Aid 
 
 
Present: Don Tassie, Bob Powell, Melissa Doletzky, Irene LeCrone, Brenda Webster, Susan 
Townsend, Brenda Davis, Asa Fleming, Andrea McCabe, Tammy Cushard, Kathy Hoszkiw, Deb 
Powell, Kelly McCloughan, Bobby Bryant, Jackie Barber, Elyia Lamb, Kelly Sheppard, and Kelly 
Friedland 

 
Welcome & Introductions 

 Completed introductions 
 

Review November Minutes 

 Reviewed November minutes 
 
Final School Readiness Definition Discussion 

 Elementary principals group reviewed the definition and had some good comments on 
how the information will look when brought to parents. 

 Current draft definition: School readiness refers to child being able to cognitively and 
emotionally function in a school environment in the areas of early language and literacy, 
mathematics, physical and social skills; as measured by researched-based assessments.  

 Research based assessments in broad to cover the Kindergarten Entry Assessment and 
the researched-based assessments currently being used by some schools. 

 Susan shared a lot of organizations are involved in a literacy task force that will move 
into math … developing 10 principals and what is good literacy assessments. Hoping this 
leads to more funding to support such incentives. 

 School Readiness assessment article: talked turn kids away because of how they did on 
the assessments 

 Have a dialog around assessments and our next steps as we look towards assessments.  

 Irene: article was from Jan 2004 and this conversation is still being had… 

 This is something that needs to be revisited frequently to make sure it is still current. 

 Like the wrap up because that is how we start working together it is the preschools and 
the kindergartens working together. 

 The reason the state wide task force help with what does it mean to bridge that gaps. 

 There is some barriers with the preschool curriculum is not what children are being 
expected to know for kindergarten.  

 Susan recommends for sup talk: share the history of the survey, the groups that has 
already been presented, and take it to the Gen Ed subcommittee for the 
superintendents.  

 Identifying what the areas looks like: that will be what it is difficult.  



 Kindergarten teachers need to appreciate the preschool experience and preschools 
need to understand kindergarten. 

 What is developmentally appropriate for preschoolers is not kindergarten. 

 Some are already going to be behind is certain areas such as oral language. Somehow 
what is developmentally appropriate in preschool needs to match common core. 

 They are reviewing the curriculums at the state level.  

 Research has shown at risks kids need more teacher directed instruction. How do we 
prepare our preschool teachers how do we close the gap. 

 We want to be able to start doing things now to start filling the gap. This is where the 
kindergarten transitioning come into play. How do let parents know what they should 
be doing at home. 
 

Purposeful Transition Practices 

 We will learn from Macomb on how they used these kindergarten backpacks. 

 Macomb started with surveying schools and preschools. 

 Kids were enrolling in school sooner felt a connection with the school in their 
community and they were using these wonderful. We already ordered the backpacks.  

 Kelly is playing phone tag and having them call in for the February meeting. 

 Columbia and Michigan Center already do kindergarten backpacks and explained to the 
parents how to use it.  

 Columbia over 90 kids show up. Preschool and kindergarten teachers meet at Columbia.  

 Michigan Center has been a part of the school improvement plan for 5 years and all run 
preschool through 12th grade. Michigan Center uses the Dial 2 screener. The preschool is 
not in the building but the principal goes there often and the preschool teachers go over 
the data together.  

 And how to incorporate private centers that kids from their programs are going to 
multiple places. 

 To extend the meetings opened to licensed care providers not just licensed centers. And 
a large population of children are in in home care and having a conversation that goes 
both ways. 

 ISD used to provide the bags if we piloted with certain districts but the goal be 
countywide. That is very detailed.  

 Do detailed on what is successful and share that with the other districts if they are not 
doing it.  

 Schools do not believe there is not consistency on when children enroll.  

 Identifying younger siblings and spreading the word. 

 Improve communication with DHHS workers and parents. Irene will follow up with Zoe 
that. We can create parent friendly pieces and food pantries.  

 Preschools could possibly serve every district in the county.  

 Have the meetings scheduled regularly…similar to Macomb’s plan how often of the 
meetings and having the communities and the families involved.  

 Michigan Center: gives recommendation on young 5s or kindergarten and if they 
disagree and will meet with them and show them the data.  



 Question about how many districts in Macomb….GSC and the ISD funding. 22 school 
districts in Macomb.  

 Michigan Center’s backpacks are funded through the MI Center education foundation 
funding. 

 Are we open about combining. 

 Will provide the goals of school readiness via email 

 February 16 meeting combined…Irene will connect with DHHS and create a simple flyer 
to let parents know what preschool and kindergarten. 

Questions for Macomb: how to connect private preschools to the schools and in home care.  

 Put together a round table and the early childhood conference at Baker in the spring. 

 That is why young 5s is available in some districts. 
 

Member Sharing 

 Bob Powell: Free training on second hand trauma on Thursday brought to you by the 
Trauma Informed Community Collaborative. 

 
 

 

 


